EAST AND WEST,  1155-1198	485
were now completely turned; surprisingly enough, the diplo-
matic victory had been won by the Westerner.
While he had thus been pursuing the mirage of Empire
in the West, Manuel had let slip the chance of conquest in
Asia Minor* During these years Kilij Arslan II was con- alum (1176)
stantly engaged in civil war with his co-religionists, his own
brother being his principal enemy. Manuel not only failed
to take advantage of the splendid opportunities offered him
by the dissensions among the Moslems ; he even paid regular
subsidies to Kilij Arslan in order to be free from any aggression
from that quarter. By 1175 the sultan of Iconium had
mastered his rivals, and was leagued with Barbarossa against
Manuel. The latter now at last summoned all his resources
in the effort to eradicate the danger that was so near at
hand. In 1176 he himself led his principal army against the
main objective, his enemy's capital, while a subsidiary force
under Andronicus Vatatzes was directed to capture Neo-
Caesarea. Vatatzes' army was routed and himself slain;
Manuel, neglecting the obvious precaution of discovering the
disposition of the enemy's forces, was caught in an ambush
at Myriocephalum, and his army was almost annihilated.
Manuel's military incompetence had precipitated the disaster
to which his political blunders had been slowly preparing
the way.
This fatal year, 1176, saw the defeat of the Western Dangerous
Emperor at Legnano as well as of the Eastern Emperor at si*u£tion
Myriocephalum.   For Barbarossa it was only a momentary Eastern
set-back, and he was able to recover his position in Italy; Emperor
but there was no recovery for Manuel or for the Eastern
Empire.   Myriocephalum was, as Manuel himself declared,
a second Manzikert.   The immediate consequences were not
so obvious, for Kilij Arslan did not pursue his victory and
granted peace on very lenient terms.   But the imperial army
had been destroyed, and Alexius' great work of reconstruction
ruined; and if there was less danger than his grandfather had
had to fear from the East, Manuel had thoroughly embittered
the West.   Those old enemies, the Normans and Venetians,
had allied against him, and the Western Emperor was a
determined enemy and in league with the Moslems.   Barbar-
ossa had too much to occupy him in Italy to meditate an
attack on Constantinople, and Manuel did what he could

